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Foreword 

As the European Historic Houses Association cele-
brates its 30th year of existence, we are presented with 
a unique opportunity to consider the state of Europe’s 
private cultural heritage. Much has changed over 
these years and the influence of the European institu-
tions can no longer be overlooked in discussions on 
topics as diverse as tax legislation, environment and 
illicit trafficking of cultural goods. Our Association 
has grown accordingly; today we have 23 national 
member associations, uniting over 50.000 European 
historic houses. Despite their different histories, the 
owners of these houses all face similar challenges and 
united representation is an invaluable way to address 
them.

This is why, on this momentous occasion, I would like 
to start by paying tribute to those who had the fore-
sight to create and develop an organization defending 
the common interests of private owners to the Euro-
pean institutions, as well as facilitating exchange be-
tween the national member associations. Special rec-
ognition is due to Mr. Heike Kamerlingh Onnes, who 
founded our Association in 1985. I would also like to 
thank my predecessor, Ghislain d’Ursel, and Delphine 
Dupeux, our long standing Senior Policy Officer, as 
well as all the interns who put their dynamism and 
skills to use for the preservation of Europe’s unique 
cultural heritage.

Our mission to promote and protect the cultural value 
of European historic houses is as important as ever. 
Many historic houses are falling into ruins and even 
greater numbers are financially unsustainable for 
their owners. This is particularly sad when keeping in 
mind that the recent report “Cultural Heritage Counts 
for Europe”1  has shown that the full economic and 
social potential of Europe’s unique cultural heritage is 
enormous. Historic houses are an invaluable part of 
people’s identity and civic pride, contributing to their 
quality of life, as well as providing unique economic 

opportunities in the fields of artisanal construction
and tourism.
Already, according to figures from 2010, 9 million jobs 
in the European Union depend directly or indirectly 
on cultural heritage tourism and historic houses are 
often the jewels of a region’s cultural heritage2.

The European institutions have been increasingly tak-
ing into account these facts. Following the construc-
tive conclusions of the Council of the European Union 
on cultural heritage, we saw the publication by the 
Commission of the ground breaking Communication 
“towards an integrated approach to cultural heritage 
for Europe”. The European Parliament welcomed this 
Communication, which emphasizes the complemen-
tarity of national and European initiatives to protect 
cultural heritage, and endorse it in a plenary vote in 
September 2015.

In this, we are greatly helped by the recent publication 
of the report ‘Cultural Heritage Counts for Europe’, in 
which, for the first time, all the available factual infor-
mation regarding Europe’s historic heritage has been 
compiled. With this report in hand, we have more 
credibility in the eyes of the European institutions 

1 http://www.encatc.org/culturalheritagecountsforeurope/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/CHCfE_FULL-REPORT_v2.pdf 
2 Council of the European Union, Council Conclusions (14976/10), Brussels, 14 October 2010

than ever before and I have no doubt that this report 
will contribute to increasing the awareness of the spe-
cific challenges faced by private owners of cultural 
heritage. However, this report has also shown that we 
need to continue to push, together with our partners, 
for complementary research on the topic of the pres-
ervation of private cultural heritage.

In fact, despite growing awareness and political good-
will, private owners continue to face tangible chal-
lenges in running their estates. One challenge that 
has had our specific attention over the past year is the 
issue of illicit trafficking and the protection of private 
movable heritage in general. On this matter, we have 
followed closely the recent initiatives of the European 
Commission, the European Parliament and beyond 
that those of Interpol. The topic of illicit trafficking will 
also be dealt with at our annual General Assembly, 
which this year we have the pleasure of organizing in 
Belgium. As a country on the crossroads of different 
European cultures, its castles and manors provide a 
hotbed for innovative projects that will certainly be of 
great interest to our members.

An anniversary is, however, not only an op-
portunity to look to the past, so 
allow me to say a word 
about the future of 
our Associa-

tion and Europe’s private historic houses. This future 
is perhaps best exemplified by our recent project to 
set up a trans-European network of young heirs and 
owners, the NextGen Group. We believe that the young 
generation represents a new way forward and that 
we cannot fail to involve the new generation that will 
one day take over the management and protection of 
historic houses across Europe. Giving Young Gover-
nors a seat in our General Assembly is one important 
first step in this sense. The creation of pan-Europe-
an networks of young heirs and owners across our 
members’ regions will support our aim of smoothing 
succession and preparing the next generation in their 
role as future guardians of Europe’s private heritage. 
These structures are vital to the exchange of informa-
tion and experiences between dynamic and innova-
tive entrepreneurs from all over Europe.

Rodolphe de Looz-Corswarem
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European Alliance 3.3

The European Historic Houses Association is one 
of the founding members of the European Herit-
age Alliance 3.3, Europe’s major heritage network. 
Its members bring together Europe’s civil society 
organisations, historic cities and villages, muse-
ums, heritage professionals and volunteers, (pri-
vate) owners of collections of artefacts, historic 
buildings and cultural landscapes, educators, town 
planners, etc.

This alliance, launched on the occasion of Europa 
Nostra’s European Heritage Congress 2011, unites 
32 European and international networks and or-
ganisations in the field of cultural heritage. The 
name of the Alliance refers to the article 3.3 of 
the consolidated version of the Lisbon Treaty of 
the European Union, which stipulates that “[The 
Union] shall respect its rich cultural and linguistic 
diversity, and shall ensure that Europe’s cultural 
heritage is safeguarded and enhanced.”

 
 

 
 

United, its members have a stronger and more 
credible voice on issues relating to Europe’s un-
tapped cultural, natural, movable and immovable 
heritage, the Alliance meets biannually. The last 
meeting took place in February 2015 and provided 
an occasion to discuss the numerous projects run-
ning on the European level.

A first issue of consideration during this meeting 
was the decision of the new European Commis-
sion and the on-going “own-initiative” report of Eu-
ropean Parliament on cultural heritage adopted in 
2014 and 2015. The first signs show a strong per-
sonal commitment from both the new Commis-
sioner and Members of the European Parliament 
to the cause of cultural heritage preservation. 
This commitment is clear in the continuation of 
the ‘New Narrative for Europe’1 initiative that has 
a strong cultural heritage dimension and in the 
growing support for a European Year of Cultural 
Heritage.
 
Furthermore, the Alliance discussed a drive to 
establish a permanent data collection system on 
cultural heritage in cooperation with EUROSTAT, 
the European Union’s statistical bureau. Such a 
system would greatly benefit the sector, by allow-
ing the European Commission and the other ac-

tors in the field to identify the main challenges 
facing Europe’s heritage and design targeted 

programmes to address these issues. This 
aspect was discussed in relation to the 

ground breaking study “Cultural Heritage 
Counts for Europe”2.

This study emerged from a long-term 
research project that was set in mo-
tion following the Alliance 3.3’s 2012 
report “Towards an EU Strategy for 

Chapter 1:

Main Issues

1 http://www.europeanheritagealliance.eu/
2 http://ec.europa.eu/culture/policy/new-
narrative/index_en.htm

Avrilly Castle - France
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Cultural Heritage – the Case for Research.”  The 
“Cultural Heritage Counts for Europe” study, pub-
lished in June 2015, aims to assess the social, cul-
tural and economic value of cultural heritage by 
collecting and analysing the plethora of available 
data. It is the first time such a comprehensive 
overview of the cultural heritage sector has been 
produced, and as such, it is an extremely valuable 
resource for anyone working in the field of herit-
age preservation. We are hopeful that, with the 
evidence provided by this report in hand, we will 
more than ever be able to highlight the impor-
tance of private cultural heritage to European of-
ficials and decision-makers alike. As the European 
Heritage Alliance 3.3 keeps growing in effective-
ness and influence, the European Historic Houses 
Association will continue to highlight the interests 
of the private owners of Historic Houses. Coopera-
tion with our bigger partners provides a unique 
opportunity to bring this often-overlooked niche 
of cultural heritage to the attention of prime policy 
makers on the European level. 

The Capacity Building Days

In April 2015, Europa Nostra organised the “Ca-
pacity Building Days”, an intense three-day pro-

gramme aimed at strengthening the capacity of 
its Member Organisations. The event gathered the 
Executive Officers of Heritage NGO’s (or their rep-
resentatives) and was also attended by the Euro-
pean Historic Houses Association and the Europe-
an Landowners’ Organization. During these three 
days, we had the opportunity to discuss with sev-
eral important European officials and politicians. 
The European Historic Houses Association did, for 
example exchange views with Michel Magnier, the 
director for Education and Culture at the Europe-
an Commission, on the latest policy developments 
on cultural heritage at the European Commission. 
Furthermore, we had the chance to meet with Zol-
tan Krasznai, who works at the Commission’s Di-
rectorate General for Research and Innovation, to 
discuss the role of cultural heritage in the Horizon 
2020 strategy and Miltiades Kyrkos, a Member of 
the European Parliament, to speak about cultural 
heritage tourism.
As these days were a great success, Europa Nos-
tra will organize them again in 2016. This time, the 
days will focus on the opportunities of digital tech-
nologies. 

Learn more at:
http://www.europeanheritagealliance.eu/

European taxation related to historic houses –
Comparison of EU countries

Baest - The Netherlands

Income tax Property tax Wealth tax Capital gains 
tax

Death duties VAT

Rates Deductions

Austria Up to 50%  All expenses 
in connection 
with the rental 
income may be 
deducted. Not 
regular mainte-
nance costs may 
be distributed 
over 10 years. 
Interest on 
loans deduct-
ible. Rental 
Loss cannot be 
carried forward. 
(Only rental 
income if overall 
profit expected 
– otherwise 
private activity)

Real estate 
transfer tax 
3, 5% resp 2% 
(transfer to 
relatives). Real 
property tax is 
not consider-
able.

No 25% for capital 
gains on build-
ings acquired 
after 31-3-2002

Real estate 
transfer tax 
on heritage. 
Preferential real 
estate tax base 
if heir is close 
relative

10% on rental 
of flats; 0% or 
optional 20% 
on renting of 
business real 
estate

Belgium 25-50%

General “tax 
shift” foreseen 
for end of 2015

Regional 
matters since 
01/07/2014 => 
no more federal 
deduction on 
income tax for 
owners in case 
of renovation 
or maintenance 
of a protected 
monument. 
Only regional 
subsidies 
granted on re-
quest for trans-
formation and 
maintenance 
of protected 
monuments.
Interest on 
loans deductible 
under condi-
tions.

Income tax 
reduction for 
sponsorship 
(40€) on listed 
projects in a 
legal founda-
tion.

Regional taxes 
from 1.25%-
2.5% on rate-
able value.

No 16,5% if sold 
within 5 years
33% in case of 
proved specula-
tion

Regional matter
min. 3 % to 
max. 30 % 
(direct heirs),  
(up to 80% non-
family)

Since 2015, 
the surviving 
spouse is par-
tially exempted 
of inheritance 
tax on family 
housing in the 3 
regions

General rate: 
21%

6% house 
repairs and 
maintenance on 
private build-
ings older than 
5 years

From 
01/01/2016, the 
rate of 6% will 
be applied only 
for construc-
tions older than 
10 years.

Czech 
Republic

15% flat rate 100% in case of 
maintenance of 
rented property

CZK 6.00/m2 
+ CZK 0.75/
m2 for every 
floor above the 
ground floor. 
Listed monu-
ments exempt, 
in case they 
are open to 
public based on 
an agreement 
with Ministry of 
Culture

4% transfer tax 
in case of sale 
to be paid by 
seller.

15% as income 
tax.

Exempt in direct 
and secondary 
line. 

15% in indirect 
line

Base rate: 21%
Reduced rate: 
15%
For mainte-
nance of  listed 
monuments 
reduced rate is 
applicable, in 
case they are 
open to public 
based on an 
agreement 
with Ministry of 
Culture
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Quinta do Convento do Carmo - Portugal

Income tax Property tax Wealth tax Capital gains 
tax

Death duties VAT

Rates Deductions

Denmark 40-60% Approximately 
30% of mainte-
nance and reno-
vation (indoor + 
outdoor)

Listed buildings 
can avoid prop-
erty tax if spe-
cial declaration 
is registered.

No 40-52%
None if the 
owner has 
inhabited the 
property.

0% between 
spouses,
children 15%,
from grandpar-
ents 36,25%

25%

Estonia 21% Deductions for 
sport, health 
and education; 
for house loan

NOT for main-
tenance and/or 
restoration of 
historic houses

Not for prop-
erty; 

land tax rate 
is variable de-
pending on local 
county decision, 
max is fixed

No No No 20%; 
9%for cultural 
events and  ac-
commodation

Finland 0-50 % Mortgage inter-
est

General 
property tax 
0,8-1,55% resi-
dential building 
0,37-0,8% other 
buildings and 
sites 0,8-1,55%

No 30-33%
0% own home if
used and 
owned
longer than 2 
years

8-36%
according to 
amount +
relationship

24%
14% agricultural
goods + food
10% accommo-
dation,
entrance fee 
(cultural events)

France Rate = 0% if in-
come < 9 690 €
 
Rates =14 % if 
income ≥ 9 690 
€ & <  26 764€ 

Rate =30% if 
income ≥ 26 764 
€ & < 71 754 €

Rate = 41% if 
income ≥ 71 754 
€ & < 151 956€

Rate = 45% 
if income > 
151.956 €

For listed build-
ings owned 
directly or 
through a fam-
ily or approved 
civil real estate 
corporation:
- 50% of charges 
if house closed, 
- 100% if house 
opened to the 
public

Income tax 
reduction for 
restoration 
work on listed 
movables that 
can be seen by 
the public: 18% 
of expenditure

Income tax 
reduction for 
sponsorship 
-66% of the 
amount can be 
deductible un-
der conditions 

Land Tax and 
Council Taxes. 
Different rates 
according to 
regions, towns 
and department

Depends on the 
city infrastruc-
tures 

Application 
of the legal 
doctrine called 
“exceptional 
houses”, that 
take into 
consideration 
specific features 
of historical 
buildings

Exempted 
under 1.300.000 
€ net taxable 
hereditament

If hereditament 
> 1 300 000€, 
wealth tax due 
as follows:
- From 800 000€ 
to ≤ 1. 300.000€ 
Rate = 0,5% 
- From 
1.300.000€ to 
≤2.570.000€ 
rate = 0,7% 
- From 
2.570.000€ to ≤ 
5.000.000€ rate 
=1% 
- From 
5.000.000€ to 
≤10.000.000€ 
rate =1,25% 
- Over 
10.000.000€ 
rate is 1, 50%. 

- works of art 
and antiquities 
exempted 

- forest taxed at 
25% of value 

- Wealth tax can 
be partly given 
to sponsorship

Capital gain 
taxes on build-
ing:
Exempted for 
principal resi-
dence

Otherwise: 
Capital gain on 
building is taxed 
following the 
income tax rate
Deduction for 
income tax (ef-
fective January 
1st 2014):
-6% every years 
from the 6th 
year to the 21st 
year

-4% every year 
from the 22nd 
year.
Exempted 
after 22 years of 
property

Deduction for 
social taxes:
-1.65% every 
years from the 
6th year to the 
21st year.
-1.60% for the 
22nd year,
-9% every year 
from the 23rd 
year.
Exempted 
after 30 years of 
detention 

From 5% to 
45% depending 
on the family 
relationship

- If not family re-
lationship 60% 
from the 1st €

If special 
agreement with 
indefinite time 
has been signed 
with minis-
tries, historical 
buildings can 
be exempted. 
The owner has 
to open the 
building from 60 
to 80 days per 
year, commit-
ment during his 
life and cannot 
sale it.

- 10% houses 
older 2 years if 
the work does 
not lead to the 
construction of 
a new building
(from January 
1st, 2014

- Normal rate: 
20% (from  Janu-
ary 1st 2014)

Germany 14,0% - 45,0% 
plus solidarity 
surcharge 5,5% 
of the calculated 
income tax. 

(Total: 
14,77% - 
47,48%)

Tax deduction 
spread over 10 
years for resto-
ration works. 

Prior approval 
required.

0,8 – 1,8 % of 
the rateable 
value (Grunds-
teuer). 
A change of the 
existing law is in 
progress.

No Exempt (own 
home) if used 
longer than 2 
years otherwise 
10 years same 
rates as income 
tax

Generally from 
7% to 50% 
depending on 
the size and 
relationship. 
But historic 
houses:
- exemption > 
60%
- total exemp-
tion if open to 
public.

19% 
(7% for agri-
cultural goods, 
food and print 
products)

Income tax Property tax Wealth tax Capital gains 
tax

Death duties VAT

Rates Deductions

Greece 0-45% Mortgage 
interest if house 
smaller than 35 
m2 pp (up to 
two), 25 m2 for 
every child

Communal tax
0,025 – 0,035%

No No 0-60% 
depending on 
amount 
relationship 
children
max 25%

18%

Ireland 22-44% Maintenance 
deduction  pro-
viding certificate 
of importance 
by public works
+ open to public

No 3% probate tax 
on death
6-9% stamp 
duty on house 
purchase

Yes, purchase 
price + index 
deducted from 
sale value. 
Exemption if re 
invested within 
2 yrs rate 20%

20/40% allow-
ance £ 188.000 
+ contents 
exempt if dis-
played in suit-
able house 60 
days a year for 
six years + lived 
in permanently 
by decujus

- 20%
- 12,5% private 
dwellings 
for repairs + 
maintenance if 
labour content 
> 60%

Netherlands Owner occupied 
dwellings: 
1.85%-52% 
income tax on 
net rental value. 
Investments: 
1,2% of market 
value

80% of the 
maintenance 
costs of listed 
monuments is 
tax deductible.

Interest on 
loans for owner 
occupied dwell-
ings deductible.

Communal 
property tax for 
user + owner 
varies from 
town to town. 
Indication: 0.5% 
of value.

No No Listed country 
estates under 
Nature Preser-
vation Act 1928 
exempt if estate 
opens to public. 
If not open, 
50% exempt. 
Conditional 
upon continua-
tion of listing for 
25 yrs.

21%
6% : Painting 
and plastering 
services for the 
renovation and 
repairing of pri-
vate dwellings 
more than 15 
years old

Italy 19 / 43%
for leased his-
torical houses 
taxable income 
is 65% of rents.
Unrented 
historical 
houses pay only 
IMU

- 19% of mainte-
nance of listed 
buildings if prior 
approved
-  50% spread 
over  10 years 
+ 1/2 of 19% 
immediately= 
59,5%; 
max € 96.000
- 19% of mort-
gage interest if 
owner occupied

- IMU (Commu-
nal tax n.1): 
- 0,2%
-10,6% of half 
cadastral value 
-TASI (Com-
munal tax n.2) 
: 0,8% of half 
cadastral value
- Land tax: 1%
- Mortgage du-
ties: 2%

9% stamp duty 
on real estate 
transactions

Only if profit 
result of change 
in character or 
legal status

None for listed 
monuments 
and mobile 
goods (archives, 
statues, paint-
ings etc.)

- 22% 
- 10% for resto-
ration + mainte-
nance of private 
dwellings (only 
for a maximum 
of  € 96.000 per 
year)

Portugal 14,5-56% 15% of interest 
on mortgages 
for purchase of 
restoration of 
houses, up to 
the limit of 296€

Exemptions for 
entirely listed 
estates. The 
exemptions 
also apply in 
case of property 
transfer tax.

No Yes, same rate 
as income tax 
over 50% of 
capital gain. No 
reduction for 
time owned
No tax if sale 
home rein-
vested

Exemption for 
listed monu-
ments. Replaced 
by stamp duties 
from 2004 on. 
No exemptions 
foreseen in case 
of listed monu-
ments, but tax 
does not apply 
in case of direct 
heirs.

23%
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Luchtenburg Estate – The Netherlands

Income tax Property tax Wealth tax Capital gains 
tax

Death duties VAT

Rates Deductions

Spain It is estimated 
that in 2015 
the tax will be 
reducted to 20% 
and 47% and 
in 2016 to 19% 
and 47%

15% of mainte-
nance + restora-
tion costs of 
listed buildings. 
Not more than 
10% of owners 
taxable revenue

Exemption for 
Grade 1 listed 
houses and 
gardens.
Historic build-
ings with an 
economic 
exploitation are 
not exempted.

Yes, exemp-
tion for listed 
houses

The non 
exempted build-
ings normally 
have the follow-
ing taxes: 
0,20 – 2,5%
But the tax is 
determined 
by the Regions 
(Comunidades 
Autónomas) 
some examples:
- Andalucía: 
0’24-3’03 %
Galicia: 0’24-
3’03%
Catalonia : 0,21- 
0,2750

The gain/patri-
monial increase 
became a part 
of the tax basis 
of the Income 
Tax.

Prayed exemp-
tion: the trans-
fer of real estate 
of urban nature 
members of 
the Histori-
cal, declared 
individually 
“cultural inter-
est” or included 
in the scope of 
a “historical-ar-
tistic whole” and 
are protected by 
the urban plan-
ning with the 
highest level of 
protection pro-
vided during the 
tax period, have 
been conducted 
in the same 
rehabilitation, 
conservation or 
improvement, 
by their owners 
or holders of 
real rights.

7,65–34% de-
pending on kin-
ship and wealth 
recipient
 95% reduction 
for all listed 
houses and 
gardens

The Regions 
(Comunidades 
Autónomas) can 
approve other 
percentages. 
For example, 
Catalonia: 
7-32% depend-
ing on kinship 
and wealth 
recipient.

- 21%
- 10% bricklay-
ing repairs pri-
vate dwellings

Sweden Earned income 
31% council, 
25% state.
Income from 
capital 30%.
Income tax at 
an income over 
620 000 SEK can 
totally be up to 
57%
Part of income 
from private 
business taxed 
as capital 30%.

Interest 100% 
deductible.
Maintenance, 
repairs, res-
toration costs 
deductible.
50% of labor 
costs up to SEK 
100.000 deduct-
ible against tax 
paid.

Benefit value 
tax
Owner using 
the house for 
his home gets 
a value of the 
benefit added 
to his taxable 
income.

0, 75% of 75% 
of market value 
on habitable 
houses maxi-
mum SEK 6.362/
house.

No other prop-
erty tax.

No 30% No 25%
12% food, res-
taurants, hotels 
and camping
6% books, 
entrance fees 
museums

Switzerland Federal around 
10% Canton 
higher com-
mune

Maintenance 
costs can be 
deducted

No Commune + 
canton variable

Only canton 
Rates reduced, 
long possession. 
Variable

None between 
spouses and in 
direct line

7,5%

Income tax Property tax Wealth tax Capital gains 
tax

Death duties VAT

Rates Deductions

United 
Kingdom

20-50% (45% 
from April 2013)

No deductions 
or allowances 
except where 
house is run 
as a business 
and taxed as 
such (but the 
ability to set 
house business 
losses against 
other income 
will be severely 
reduced from 
April 2013)

Local Council 
Tax charges 
varying by re-
gions according 
to use

No, but an 
Annual Charge 
on high value 
houses (>£2m) 
owned by 
companies is 
proposed from 
April 2013, but 
houses open 
for 28 days are 
expected to be 
exempt

18% (28% for 
top rate income 
tax payers) but
principal private 
residence 
+ grounds 
exempt. Other 
reliefs also avail-
able for certain 
categories 

40% above 
£325,000.
Lifetime trans-
fers exempt 
if donor lives 
more than 7 
years. Exemp-
tions for pre-
eminent houses 
+ contents if 
open to public. 
Transfers be-
tween spouses 
also exempt. 
Agricultural land 
and some family 
owned business 
may be exempt 
if certain condi-
tions are met.

20%, includ-
ing on listed 
building repairs. 
Extension of 
20% VAT on im-
provements to 
or alterations of 
dwellings from 
1 Oct 2012
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Environmental and energy issues

Nature Protection

Historic houses are usually the centrepiece of es-
tates and territories with rich gardens, landscapes, 
nature, and biodiversity.  Private owners are 
guardians, and sometimes have been for centu-
ries, of this rich environment, which they have pre-
served because of their passion, and awareness 
of climate change and resource scarcity. Indeed, 
private individuals are more and more aware of 
their responsibility vis à vis the society at large, 
conscious that they are managing common goods 
which hold the roots of EU cultural heritage. 

The European Historic Houses Association is in-
volved in environmental issues mostly through its 
collaboration with the European Landowners ‘Or-
ganization (ELO) and promotes and participates to 
several projects as the Wildlife Estates Label, the 
Pollinator Network initiative, the Hercules Project, 
and the European Tree of the Year.

The Wildlife
Estates Label (WE)

The WE Label promotes exemplary management 
in EU territories for the conservation of biodiversi-
ty mostly looking at the preservation of fauna and 
flora and their habitats. The project focuses on the 
holistic approach of sites taking into account differ-
ent rural activities like agriculture, forest, hunting 
and fishing. Also valued are criteria based on the 
enhancement of cultural heritage and the commu-
nication and education on the estate towards the 
general public.

There are two levels to be completed by any par-
ticipant before they can qualify for the WE Label: 
Level 1: signing the WE Label Charter and
Level 2: completing the WE Label Questionnaire. 

Successful applicants will receive the WE Label, 
which will be reassessed after 5 years.

If you like to apply for the WE label, please 
contact wildlife@elo.org and visit the website 
www.wildlife-estates.eu 

Pollinator Network
initiative (PNi)

PNi is a network of farmers and land managers act-
ing for biodiversity willing to use field margins as a 
“bed” of plants, rendering them particularly adapt 
for pollinators such as bees and butterflies. This 
is a joint initiative that promotes a model of eco-
nomically viable, highly productive and resource-
efficient agriculture in terms of land use demon-
strating that modern farming and environmental 
management can coexist on the same field.
The Pollinator Network initiative’s ambition is to 
provide training support for farmers, land manag-
ers and agronomists about the benefits of having 
field borders such as buffer strips, hedges 
that are designed for increasing 
biodiversity on their field. 
It is also designed to 
create a forum for  
knowledge-shar-
ing on sus-
t a i n a b l e 
agr icul -
t u r e 
prac-
t i c -
e s 

for biodiversity all around Europe and enhance 
the harmonization of our current agricultural sys-
tem within the European landscapes.
If you would like to receive more information 
or participate in the program please contact 
Julianna Nagy: greening@elo.org

European Tree
of the Year

The European Tree of the Year contest originated 
in 2011. It was inspired by the popular Tree of the 
Year contest, which has been organised in the 
Czech Republic by the Czech Environmental Part-
nership Foundation for many years. The European 
round is a finale consisting of the winners of the 
national rounds. 
The purpose of the European Tree of the Year is to 
highlight the significance of old trees in the natural 
and cultural heritage that deserves our care and 
protection. Unlike other contests, the European 
Tree of the Year does not focus on beauty, size or age 

but rather on the tree’s story and its connec-
tion to people. 

During the whole month of February, every indi-
vidual had the possibility to vote for his or her fa-
vorite tree online at www.treeoftheyear.org

Hercules
Project

European cultural landscapes are valued as everyday 
living environment, countryside, heritage,  scenery 
with aesthetic and recreational qualities and unique 
biodiversity and as a source of ecosystem services 
that they provide to society. Cultural landscapes, 
however, are undergoing rapid and fundamental 
transformations across Europe, mainly as a result of 
an on-going polarisation of land-use, with abandon-
ment and rural exodus on the one hand, and intensi-
fication and urbanisation or peri-urbanisation on the 
other. Although the specific drivers and outcomes of 
these processes vary across Europe, a central ten-
dency is the fundamental decoupling of the social 
and ecological subsystems in cultural landscapes: 
linkages between people and nature, in many parts 
of Europe often tightly linked historically, disperse 
increasingly. This leads to the degradation of biodi-
versity and cultural heritage values, and renders the 
future of many of these landscapes highly uncertain. 

The HERCULES project strives for the empowerment 
of public and private actors to protect, manage and 
plan for sustainable cultural landscapes at local, na-
tional and pan-European scales. HERCULES has the 
goal to increase understanding of drivers, patterns 
and social-ecological values of European cultural 
landscapes and to use this knowledge to develop, 
test and demonstrate strategies for their protection, 
management and planning. 

For more information visit
www.hercules-landscapes.eu
or contact Julianna Nagy at julianna.nagy@elo.org
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Energy issues
and building sector challenges

The EU energy efficiency agenda has been packed 
in 2015. The main aspect of our work and main-
ly our coalition3  was focus on the revision of the 
Energy Performance of Building Directive (EPBD).  
This Directive affects directly the life of private 
owners and tenants. In the impact of this Direc-
tive, there is a clear distinction between offices, 
shopping centres, hotels and logistical properties 
owned and managed by property companies and 
everything else: offices, shops and housing owner-
occupied or rented out by small proprietors. 

Through active discussions with EU institutions, 
the coalition tried to make sure that the EPBD has 
built-in safeguards to ensure that the scale of the 
energy efficiency renovation stays within the own-
er’s comfort zone: the renovation can be limited 
to part of the building and must be cost-optimal. 
These safeguards must be preserved. We are con-
vinced that the only way to further foster renova-
tion is to incentivise the interested parties, but it is 
necessary to do so thoughtfully. We are perfectly 
aware that public finance is scarce. Nonetheless, 
we would like to stress that our long-standing ex-
perience and direct contact with owners demon-
strate that in order to trigger the decision to do 
energy efficiency renovation it is crucial to blend 
incentives by mixing loans with grants or tax rebates.

We are convinced that the nature of private own-
ership requires special consideration by the Com-
mission at the earliest stage of the legislative pro-
cess. In particular, we believe that it is important 
to learn from the difficulties encountered in imple-
menting the existing directives to ensure that further 
legislation does not cause EU energy efficiency policy 
to be a source of public frustration and rejection of the 
European Union. 
Our concern was to address in the first phase of 
the legislative process when the Commission en-

visaged the consultant’s terms of engagement and 
during the impact assessment. We intended to 
contribute by reviewing certain challenges that we 
foresee concerning review of the EPBD’s provisions 
on measures to ensure minimum energy perfor-
mance requirements. Especially the scale and cost 
of renovations, possible financial incentives, op-
portunities for certification and the relation with 
the Commission’s Energy Efficiency Directive and 
Renewables Directive had our attention. The Coali-
tion’s previous writings and meeting with Commis-
sioner Oettinger already gave good arguments.  

Energy efficiency is such a complex challenge with 
so many local components that the first step in any 
new EU legislative surge needs to be to get a real-
istic handle on how far EU regulation can usefully 
and cost-effectively go. It is striking to see that Im-
pact Assessments on EPBD, etc. focus on the posi-
tive impacts in terms of job creation and benefits 
for the construction sector and less on the real es-
tate sector (owners, investors, and landlords).  In 
our view, the Impact Assessment should also ad-
dress the impact of the very unequal degree of en-
ergy efficiency development across the Union and 
the Energy performance certificates issues. 

In principle these requirements related to EPBD 
are applied to historic buildings as well, but 
there are exceptions. Except for the sys-
tem inspections, Member States may 
decide not to apply the require-
ments listed above to (among 
other things) “buildings of-
ficially protected as part 
of a designated envi-
ronment or because 
of their special ar-
chitectural or his-
torical merit, in 
so far as com-
pliance with 
certain mini-

mum energy performance requirements would 
unacceptably alter their character or appearance” 
and “buildings used as places of worship and for 
religious activities”. The European Historic Houses 
Association will be primarily vigilant on maintain-
ing the exception for listed buildings in the Direc-
tive but will pursue with the coalition the efforts 
toward pragmatic energy efficient measures for 
private owners.  

The temptation of the EU is to expand energy ef-
ficiency to the sustainable buildings concept. Last 
year, the European Historic Houses replied to the 
EU consultation on this matter.  In 2015, we will 
make sure to avoid any new paradigm that could 
underpin the private built sector. This is linked to 
several own initiative reports that were adopted in 
the Parliament related to Resource efficiency and 
more recently on Energy Union.

Real estate related activities

The European Historic Houses together with its 
partners is involved in the European Semester 
work related to rent control regulation. The coali-
tion sent a paper on the situation in France. It was 
the 2nd paper of this kind prepared by our united 
organisations, following the previous one on the 
impact of Danish rent control. This paper provides 
an analysis of the French rental legislation, focus-
ing mainly on the initial consequences and esti-
mated expected impact of the French ALUR Act 
(Loi pour l’Accés au Logement et un Urbanisme 
Rénové) of March 2014 preceded by the 2012 “Du-
flot Decree”.

We are also following the activities of the URBAN 
Intergroup at the European Parliament which 
since 2004 ensures that urban and housing related 
issues are reflected in European Parliament’s dis-
cussions. Although the European Union does not 
have a mandate to take action on housing issues, 
EU policies are not housing neutral. Hence, the 

strong support of Europe’s housing actors 
for the continuation of URBAN was 

successful as the intergroup 
was   renewed   for   the

2014 - 2019  terms.   

3 Coalition of real estate organisations : European Historic Houses Association; 
European Landowners’ Organization; European Property Federation; Interna-
tional Union of Property Owners; The European Group of Valuers’ Associations
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EU projects - H2020 & Petite Loire

Horizon 2020

In 2014, the European Commission launched a 
six-year, 80€ billion research and investment pro-
gramme called Horizon 2020. To capitalize on this 
opportunity, the European Historic Houses Asso-
ciation cooperated with a consortium, including, 
among others, the Universita degli Studi di Roma 
la Sapienza and the European Landowners’ Organ-
ization, to propose a project for European funding. 
This project, that is currently being studied by the 
European Commission, focuses on the heritage 
value of Europe’s Historic Gardens. We believe 
that the gardens surrounding Historic Houses play 
a pivotal role in the preservation of Europe’s tan-
gible and intangible cultural heritage. They have 
the potential to promote cultural diversity from an 
environmental perspective and document the in-
tangible cultural heritage of both the past and the 
present in cross-cultural adaptation of plants and 
landscape architecture. 

The objectives of this project are threefold.
Firstly, it seeks to develop a multidisciplinary and 
comparative research focusing on the emergence 
of a European cultural heritage through its gardens 
in a historical perspective. Garden designs are in-
fluenced heavily by the intangible cultural changes 
that characterize Europe’s history. Through this 
project, it hopes to shed light on how these 
changes are reflected in gardens through-
out Europe.
Secondly, it aims to assess the role of 
modern technologies in transmit-
ting cultural heritage of gardens.
Lastly, with this project we hope 
to establish a link between 
the valorisation of gardens 
and education and tourism 
developments, with a per-
spective of Europeanisation.

In this project, the European Historic Houses As-
sociation provided input through its specific ex-
pertise regarding Europe’s Historic Houses and 
their traditional centuries old gardens. Together 
with the European Landowners’ Organization, we 
wrote part of the submission, focusing on the en-
gagement of stakeholders and citizens in the pres-
ervation of historic gardens. Local communities 
often have strong links to the historic houses and 
gardens and their support can be extremely valu-
able to the protection of private heritage.

For more information on the Horizon 2020 
programme, please visit 
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/ 

  

 

De Kleine Loire /
La Petite Loire

Together with its partners, the European Historic 
Houses Association participates in an innovative 
tourism project that seeks to promote the rich cul-
tural heritage of the Scheldt river valley. This trans-
regional and trans-national valley boast more than 
63 castles, gardens and domains. However, as of 
now, the administrative fragmentation of the re-
gion hinders the promotion of this incredibly rich 
cultural heritage. Tourists visiting castles are of-
ten unaware of the context of a region stretching 
more than 150 kilometers, across national and lin-
guistic borders. That is why, through cooperation 
between the different stakeholders, this project 
aims to construct a unified programme for tour-
ists visiting the region.

Currently, this venture is still in preparation, but we 
are hopeful that, once all actors have 

given their approval, we 
can take this pro-

posal to the 
 

 

European Commission as an example of cultural 
cooperation across borders, emphasizing the Eu-
ropean dimension of the challenges facing Historic 
Houses.

More information on the project can be found at 
http://dekleineloire.be/ 
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Chapter 2:

Events
Council of Europe participation

“Cultural heritage in the 21st century for 
living better together towards a common 
strategy for Europe”

On the 23rd and 24th of April, the European Historic 
Houses Association was invited to the Meeting of 
the Ministers of Cultural Heritage of the Council of 
Europe. For this event, 38 national delegations and 
25 international organizations, including, for the 
first time, civil society, gathered in Namur to talk 
about the future of Cultural Heritage in Europe. 
 
This was a unique opportunity for the European 
Historic Houses Association to, for the first time, 
interact with policy-makers at this high-level con-
ference. We used this occasion to stress the im-
portance of private cultural heritage in Europe to 
a new audience. 

In addressing this conference, Rodolphe de Looz-
Corswarem recalled how much private cultural 
heritage contributes to Europe’s economies, as 
well as to the development and social cohesion 

of its regions through the 
creation of jobs for 

local craftsmen. As a vector for Europe’s young en-
trepreneurs and an opportunity for personal ac-
complishments, it is an important driving force of 
the sustainable growth of the countryside. 

Our president also underlined the importance 
of partnerships between the different actors in-
volved, such as the Europa Nostra led Alliance 3.3 
of which the European Historic Houses Association 
is an active member. Furthermore, he cautioned 
the participating politicians not to transpose blind-
ly every European and international Convention 
and regulation concerning cultural heritage, urg-
ing them to consider the contributions of the own-
ers of private historic houses before adding com-
plex and costly regulation.

Finally, in accordance with the purpose of the 
meeting and the other interventions, he invited 
the participants to look to the future. Technology, 
environment and landscapes, as well as involving 
families, including the younger generations, in the 
preservation of these goods are all key to the fu-
ture of Europe’s unique heritage.

During the last session, the Council of Europe 
adopted the ‘Declaration of Namur’, which lays the 
foundations for a common strategy of awareness 
and recognition of the European cultural herit-
age. Furthermore, the ministers issued the ‘Namur 
Call’, calling on all countries of the world to protect 

their endangered cultural heritage, notably in re-
sponse to the recent news from Iraq. 

More information at: 
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/cultureheritage/he
ritage/6thConfCulturalHeritage/newsroom_
en.asp

Eltz Castle - Germany
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General Assembly in Lisbon (2014)

In October 2014, the European Historic Houses 
Association had the pleasure of organizing its An-
nual General Assembly in Lisbon, where we were 
generously welcomed by our Portuguese member 
Association, the Associação Portuguesa das Casas 
Antigas and its dynamic president Hugo O’Neill. 
The programme of this four-day event included the 
General Assembly, uniting the Governors and rep-
resentatives of our member Associations as well as 
our observers, a high level conference on the cul-
tural importance of heritage preservation, and two 
days of visits to castles and historic houses in the 
Lisboa region. It proved to be an excellent occa-
sion to discuss the opportunities and challenges to 
European cultural heritage in the light of the aims 
and priorities of our Association, as well as to hear 
about innovative approaches to the preservation 
of cultural heritage all across Europe.

The General Assembly itself took place in the Palá-
cio Porto Cõvo, the erstwhile British embassy and 
current Lisbon headquarters of the Lusitania Se-
guros group. Here the President of the European 
Historic Houses Association, Comte Rodolphe de 
Looz-Corswarem, had the opportunity to assess 
with the Governors, the main actions that were un-
dertaken by the Association since the last General 

Assembly and to set out a roadmap to continue 
working towards the recognition of the issues fac-
ing historic houses by policy makers on the Euro-
pean level. 

On the occasion, we were also honoured to have 
three new member Associations, from Greece, 
Norway and Latvia, be formally accepted into the 
Association. Furthermore, for the first time Young 
Governors were welcomed during the General As-
sembly, signalling a landmark in our project to involve 
the young generation in our activities.

During the conference a keynote speech Mr. Jorge 
Barreto Xavier, the Portuguese Secretary of State 
for Culture, set the stage for a high-level round ta-
ble discussion between speakers of very diverse 
backgrounds and occupations, including the Sec-
retary of State for Tourism and a chairman of the 
board of Portugal’s National Centre for Culture. 
This conference was the perfect opportunity to 
learn more about the preservation of cultural her-
itage and its relation to civic pride and the quality 
of life. The speakers emphasised the importance 
of a shared responsibility between the government 
and the owners of the historic houses for the pres-
ervation of the cultural heritage these houses rep-
resent and discussed extensively on the opportuni-
ties, as well as the challenges, tourism poses to the 
owners of historic houses. Every attendee of this 

conference gained a better understanding of how 
private building patrimony can reaffirm national 
identity and civic pride.

This day full of interesting and rewarding discus-
sions ended with a Gala Dinner at the prestigious 
Palácio dos Marqueses de Fronteira. During this 
memorable evening, we took the occasion to hon-
our the Convento de Santa Ana da Ordem do Car-
mo by awarding Mr. Thorne the European Historic 
Houses Award for his impressive restoration of the 
building that was done with respect for the original 
architecture, while adding a high value for society 
through the employment of local artisans.

The last days of programme were dedicated to vis-
its of several of the most exquisite historic houses 
in the Lisboa Region. First, the guests were wel-
comed by the passionate owners of the Quinta da 
Penha Verdre near Sintra for a tour of the property. 
Here they admired, among others, the renowned 
dining hall and beautiful gardens. Next, the guests 
were provided with lunch at the charming Quinta 
do Bomjardim in Belas, before being hosted by 
Mr. Frederic Coustols at the Palácio Belmonte for 
a tour and a port wine tasting while enjoying the 
magnificent view from the terrace.
The last evening, the Count and Countess Sao 

Lourenço hosted the guests for dinner in the 
charming Palácio dos Marqueses de Sabugosa.

On the last day of the programme, the guests vis-
ited the historic city of Sebútal, where they could 
admire the architecture and culture of the old 
town and visit two of the most important historic 
monuments in Portugal. Namely, the impressive 
Forte de São Filipe and the monumental Convento 
de Jesus, which is unfortunately one of the seven 
most endangered monuments in Europe accord-
ing to Europa Nostra.

As everyone commenced their voyage back to their 
respective home countries, they could look back on 
days filled with innovative examples of good man-
agement of cultural heritage and extensive discus-
sions on the importance of historic houses for a 
country’s national identity and civic pride.

General Assembly 2014 – Portugal
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Successful management
of private movable heritage

On Wednesday, March 18, 2015, Dorotheum, the 
European Historic Houses Association and the Bel-
gian Royal Historic Houses Association organized 
their second joint conference at the Cercle de Lor-
raine on the “Successful management of private 
movable heritage”. 

During this conference, renowned speakers pre-
sented their point of view as art experts and ex-
perts on succession legislation. Rodolphe de Looz-
Corswarem and Bernard de Gerlache, President of 
the European and Belgian Royal Historic Houses 
and Gardens Associations, introduced the confer-
ence with a pledge to preserve in good shape Eu-
rope’s fragile Historic Houses and their gardens, as 
well as the cultural goods they contain. 

Then Mr. de Wilde, lawyer, lecturer, author and spe-
cialist on patrimonial law and inheritance tax systems 
opened the conference with a lecture entitled “From 
maximum enjoyment to tax-free transmission”. He 
developed his presentation around several sce-
narios in the frame of a succession to come. 
All of these, from reconstituted families 
and “ideal scenarios” to collector fathers, 
showed that the sharing of inherit-
ance should not be too problematic 
when it concerns goods. 

Indeed, the tax administration 
does not have a great deal of 
control and cannot force the 
owners to open their house 
to visitors.  Nevertheless, 
the administration can 
obtain information under 
some circumstances. For 

example, when the owner insures his furniture, 
sells his goods publically or goes to court over family 
conflict regarding the sharing of inheritance. Even 
in these cases, the owner has several solutions with-
in easy reach. For example, performing a donation 
with usufruct through a Dutch notary, creating a  
civil company of common law, or putting in place a 
private foundation.  

After this very instructive intervention from Mr. 
de Wilde, Ms. Sabine Taevernier, member of the 
Topstukkenraad, end 19th-20th century art ex-
pert, and President of Ensor Advisory Commit-
tee, spoke on how to deal with the Flemish Top-
stukkendecreet and export charges. Notably, 
Mrs. Taevernier insisted that the fil-
ing system in Flanders is a  
classification by list 
and not by cat-
egory and 
c o n -

cerns only the good that is exceptional, rare and 
useful to the Community. This filling system was 
elaborated in order to avoid the flight of excep-
tional goods from Flanders and to supervise the 
restoration of classified objects. 

Mrs. Ryckbost, specialist in public and administra-
tive law, expropriation and immovable heritage, 
than took the floor. She works with the Belgian 
Association on the new Flemish Decree on Monu-
ments and Sites and its implication for private 
owners. She underlined the many discrepancies 
in the text that mixes the Convention of UNESCO 
and the Convention of Granade. She showed 
to the assembly that the new decree consisted 

in a property right’s limitation –giving 
access to houses containing 

cultural goods-, with-
out any consul-

tation of 
t h e 

owner and any compensatory measures.

Around 120 participants followed the conference, 
which ended by a round table allowing the partici-
pants to ask their questions to the different speakers. 
A cocktail and exhibition was organized at Dorotheum 
to expose the spring acquisitions.
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Involving the younger generation:
First Next Gen Conference

The question of “transmission” is the cornerstone 
of the European Historic Houses’ existence and 
deserves a durable and strong engagement. That 
is why we aim to include the young generation of 
heirs and castle owners in the running of the Asso-
ciation. In 2010, our members gave a real impulse 
to this ambition when they chose to allow the par-
ticipation of young delegates in its General Assem-
bly. Furthermore, they gave the green light for the 
creation of a Next Generation group, coordinated 
by the dynamic William Cartwright-Hignett. 

The first European Historic Houses’ NextGen An-
nual Conference took place on March 20-22, 2015, 
in the historic house of Aynhoe Park, near Oxford, 
UK. These three productive busy days were an op-
portunity to bring together young entrepreneurs 
from across Europe for cultural visits, a day of Con-
ference sessions and social gatherings.

In his opening speech, Rodolphe de Looz-Corswar-
em, Executive President of the European Historic 
Houses Association, reminded the audience that 
Cultural Heritage is of major importance to Europe 
due to its spill-over effects into other sectors. For 
instance, the  tourism sector, heavily dependent 
on cultural heritage, is estimated to contribute 
€415 billion to the EU GDP, with Europe’s 3.4 mil-
lion tourism enterprises accounting for 15.2 million 
jobs.  As such, it provides invaluable opportunities 
for innovative entrepreneurs, many of whom be-
long to the younger generation of owners.

William Cartwright-Hignett, Coordinator of the 
NextGen Group, underlined that it is a privilege as 
well as an enormous responsibility to own and live 
in a historic house. The next generation has the 
additional pressure of managing inheritance, es-

pecially if one does not live on the property. He fur-
ther noted that succession can undoubtedly create 
complex family dynamics. It is vital that heirs learn 
lessons from the past and continue innovation in 
order to keep a property relevant in the modern 
days, without destroying its unique historic – and 
often fragile – essence. He explained that this is 
where the NextGen Group Coordinator can pro-
vide its assistance: by supporting and facilitating 
the organisation of national groups and creating a 
common platform for learning. 

The Conference’s first session was dedicated to the 
development of Next Generation Groups in each 
country, with the aim of creating a network to as-
sist national and international lobbying efforts by 
National groups and the European Historic Houses 
Association. It was confirmed that several groups 
have already been constituted in Italy, UK, Spain 
(both Madrid and Barcelona) and Portugal, with 
several others on their way. The second session 
aimed at identifying what should be the research 
focus for 2015-2016. Chaired by James Hervey-Ba-
thurst, Vice-President of the European Association, 
the session revolved around several issues relat-
ing to management of succession planning. Speak-
ers, including Ms. Clarissa Vallat (Director of Tax & 
Heritage at Sotheby’s) and Ms. Patricia Sykes (Part-
ner at Hunters Solicitors), underlined the unique 
requirements of solutions offered to each family, 
but also the importance of communication and 
planning ahead to ensure a stress-free inter-gen-
erational transition.  The second Panel –“Making it 
Pay: diversification for the ‘modern’ historic house” 
– dealt with practical stories of mixing the running 
of an estate with working in the outside world. 
Viscount Raynham, Chairman of the UK HHA Next 
Generation, and Ms. Annie Gondras, a French writ-

  4ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/flash/fl_328_en.pdfEUROBAROMETER

er and expert in heritage development, showed ex-
amples of both active (e.g. weddings) and passive 
projects (e.g. renewable energy), insisting on the 
necessity of finding a balance between opening 
the house to the public and the risks lying behind– 
including a loss of privacy, openness to thefts, etc. 
The key to remaining ahead of the game, the panel 
agreed, was to adapt to the competitive changing 
market. Mr. James Perkins, businessman, collec-
tor and owner of Aynhoe Park, added that owners 
should not be afraid to show their personality in 
their house and to find innovative ways to market 
the property through a long-term vision. 

Finally, the keynote speaker Mr. Michael Farrant, 
Partner and Head of Private Clients at Project As-
sociates, spoke about “Reputation and Privacy in 
an online world”. He warned the audience about 
the risks of public exposure. Nowadays, more than 
ever before, a person’s social footprint quickly 
spreads internationally. He stated that the ideal 
is to find a good balance between trans-
parency and privacy, because crea-
tive fiction can quickly rush in 
to fill a vacuum of infor-
mation online, so to 
say nothing may 
be worse than 
saying some-
thing.

The next day was devoted to leisurely activities. 
Most notably, several visits to Historic Houses in 
the region and a ball in the evening. This provided 
the young owners with a perfect opportunity to ex-
change their experiences in running or inheriting a 
Historic House and to bond with their peers from 
all over Europe.

Eleven countries were represented at this first 
conference. This showed both the desire and the 
need for greater representation by the young ac-
tors in the national associations as well as for a 
better promotion of what young representatives 
can do for their associations. The European His-
toric Houses Association and its coordinator seek 
to meet these needs. That is why we will continue 
the building of the groups ahead of the 2016 Con-
ference, which will take place near Paris, France.   
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Chapter 3:

Communication
Channels

Communication with our members and other interested parties remains at the core of our work. This 
year we have paid particular attention to communicating our core message to the new members of the 
European Parliament and the new European Commission. At the same time, we have continued to en-
gage with our regular audience through our traditional channels. 

Facebook
On our Facebook page we regularly bring our own work and interesting 
developments in the field of cultural heritage to the attention of our follow-
ers. We believe that the direct access this provides is an invaluable tool to 
engage the friends of Europe’s historic houses. 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/European-Historic-Houses-Association/4265
88480691622?fref=ts 

Website 
Our website presents all information related to our Association in an organ-
ised manner. Anyone interested can find information on our activities and 
all our recent publications. It is also a way to keep track of our events. As 
such it is the go-to place for everyone with an interest in our work.
http://www.europeanhistorichouses.eu/ 

Manifesto
As the end of 2014 saw the influx of a large number of new politicians in 
Europe, we decided to publish a manifesto in which we clearly summarize 
our positions on issues relating to historic houses. This is an invaluable tool 
in bringing our work to the attention of policy-makers in Brussels.

Newsletter
The Newsletter provides an accessible overview of our ongoing activities 
and is published between 2 and 4 times per year.

Heeze Kasteel - The Netherlands
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The “European Heritage Alliance 3.3”: 
Resources for Cultural Heritage 

The European Heritage Alliance 3.31, an informal European platform composed of 32 European and international 
networks and organisations active in the wider field of cultural heritage, was launched in June 2011 on the occasion of 
the European Heritage Congress 2011, organised by Europa Nostra in Amsterdam.

The title of this Alliance refers to the article 
3.3. of the Lisbon Treaty of the European 
Union which states that “[The Union] shall 
respect its rich cultural and linguistic diver-
sity, and shall ensure that Europe’s cultural 
heritage is safeguarded and enhanced.”

The “European Heritage Alliance 3.3” is Eu-
rope’s major heritage network, represent-
ing a large constituency composed of tens 
of millions of Europe’s citizens. Its found-
ing members bring together Europe’s civ-
il society organisations, historic cities and 
villages, museums, heritage professionals 
and volunteers, (private) owners of collec-
tions of artefacts, historic buildings and 
cultural landscapes, educators, town plan-
ners, and many others in the field of cul-
ture and heritage.  

The Alliance meets twice a year so it can 
works more closely together to promote 
the untapped potential of Europe’s herit-
age, cultural and natural, immovable and 
movable.
During the last meeting of the Alliance 3.3 
of February the 4th, the European Historic 
Houses Association was particularly atten-
tive to the cultural policies developments 
at the EU level linked to the Conclusions of 
the European Council under Italian presi-
dency dating back from May 2014 and the 
Communication of the European Commis-
sion “Towards an integrated approach to 

cultural heritage for Europe” adopted in 
July 2014. 

These decisions are essential as they ac-
knowledge how big the role of cultural 
heritage is in the valorization of the social 
and economic capital of Europe. They un-
derline the need for more resources to be 
invested in cultural heritage. These devel-
opments thus strengthen the importance 
of the Alliance 3.3 in the realization of the 
Europe 2020 strategy goals for a smart, 
sustainable and inclusive growth.  

Moreover, EHHA had the occasion to meet 
actors from these institutions, notably 

from the Directorate General Education 
and Culture and discuss possible actions 
at the EU level. At this level, cultural herit-
age can be principally defended through 
smart use of the European Structural 
Funds and making use of the financing fa-
cilities allowed by the Investment Plan for 
Europe, for example for the construction 
and renovation of historic buildings.  

The European Historic Houses Association, 
notably through the Alliance 3.3, is also 
in a dialogue with the newly elected Eu-
ropean Parliament and the Commission. 
It is important for us that we work with 
these institutions under programs such 
as “Creative Europe” which gave funds to 
Europa Nostra for managing the Alliance. 
We are particularly interested in answer-
ing the new Commission’s objectives such 
as innovation so we can promote new ap-
proaches for cultural heritage – the use of 
the digital tools to promote tourism pro-
vides an excellent way to combine innova-
tion and heritage. 
In 2015, our organisations will keep work-
ing together so that the Alliance 3.3 will re-
main an active and efficient network. 

Juliette POLIZZI, EHHA

1  http://www.europeanheritagealliance.eu/
members/

Middachten
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EHHA General Assembly: 
“Heritage: Use It or Lose It”
The European Historic Houses Association organised its 2014 General Assembly from the 2nd to the 5th of October in Lisbon.  The 

conference entitled “Heritage: Use It or Lose It” - The cultural importance of heritage preservation, civic pride and quality of life”- 

took place in the palace Porto Covo and gather together among other, the Secretary of State for Culture Jorge BARRETO XAVIER 

and Adolfo MESQUITA NUNES, the Secretary of State for tourism. 

The Conference tackled the impor-
tance of the cultural heritage in the 
wealth and quality of life of the EU 

citizens. Portugal as one of the most touris-
tic place in the EU showcased the relation 
between heritage, the economy and the 
social value of a country. We understood 
that the private building patrimony can 
contribute to a large extent to reaffirm na-
tional identity and civic pride. 
We choose to publish Dr. Ferdinand MAS-
CARENHAS ’speech which gave the audi-
ence a real insight in the challenges faced 
by the owners of historic houses. 
(red.)

A)  The Importance of Heritage?

The human being lives in time and has 
an acute consciousness of that fact. Eve-
rything we experience, live feel or think is 
within a time sequence. We live in a pre-
sent, which has a past and a future, we 
are mortal creatures and we are painfully 
aware of it. To act on the future we need 

to have our feet well rooted in the past, we 
have to be well aware of the world around 
us, and stay focused on the future.
Following R. G. Collingwood, I believe that 
all thought is the critical rethinking of a 
past thought. Therefore, without Heritage 
there is no new production of culture: no 
Art, no Philosophy, no Science, no Litera-
ture, nothing new.

Does this way of seeing Heritage seem too 
radical to you? Well, imagine yourselves 
drawing a cat without ever having seen a 
drawing? Writing a sentence without hav-
ing ever seen a written line?

All thought comes from the rethinking of 
a previous thought and it is only real and 
new if it is a critical re-thinking. 
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La première conférence annuelle Next|Gen
Consciente du rôle crucial que la jeune génération joue dans la conservation et la reconnaissance du patrimoine privé bâti, 

l’Association européenne des demeures historiques (ang. EHHA) a fait un grand pas en avant en choisissant en 2010 de nommer  

des jeunes délégués à son Assemblée générale et en décidant de créer un groupe « Next Generation » en 2014, coordonné par le  

dynamique William CARTWRIGHT-HIGNETT La question de la transmission est la pierre angulaire de l’existence de  

l’Association et mérite un engagement fort et durable. 

Juliette POLIZZI, EHHA

La première conférence annuelle Next 
Gen s’est déroulée du 20 au 22 mars 
2015 dans la demeure historique 

d’Aynhoe Park près d’Oxford au Royaume-
Uni, sous le patronage de l’Association eu-
ropéenne des demeures historiques. Ces 
trois jours d’intenses discussions ont été 
l’occasion de rassembler des jeunes entre-
preneurs de toute l’Europe pour des visites 
culturelles, une journée de conférence ain-
si que des évènements festifs. 

Lors de son discours d’introduction, le 
Comte Rodolphe de LOOZ-CORSWAREM, 
Président Exécutif de l’Association Euro-
péenne des demeures historiques, a rap-
pelé à l’audience que le patrimoine culturel 
est d’importance primordiale pour l’Europe 
car c’est une industrie qui rapporte chaque 
année 355 milliards d’euros de revenus aux 
Etats-membres et crée 9 millions d’em-
plois directs et indirects. 

William CARTWRIGHT-HIGNETT, Coor-
dinateur du Groupe Next Gen, a souligné 
que posséder et résider dans des demeures 
historiques est un privilège, ainsi qu’une 
très grande responsabilité. Cependant, la 
«  next generation  » a la pression supplé-
mentaire de devoir gérer l’héritage trans-
mis, même si elle ne vit pas sur la proprié-
té. Cela peut créer des dynamiques fami-
liales complexes. Il a suggéré de retenir les 
leçons du passé et d’innover et créer des in-
citations pour soutenir le patrimoine dans 
le futur afin de le maintenir au goût du jour 
sans détruire sa fragile essence historique. 
Il a expliqué que c’est là que le coordinateur 
du groupe Next Gen pouvait apporter son 
aide : en soutenant et facilitant l’organisa-
tion des groupes de jeunes nationaux, et 
en créant une plateforme éducative.

La première session de la conférence a été 
consacrée au développement des groupes 
Next Generation dans chaque pays, avec 
l’objectif de créer un réseau utile qui peut 
soutenir les efforts nationaux et inter-
nationaux de lobbying des associations 
nationales ainsi que ceux de l’Association 
Européenne des demeures historiques. 
Nous y avons appris que plusieurs groupes 
étaient déjà constitués notamment en 
Italie, au Royaume-Uni, en Espagne, au 
Portugal et en Catalogne, et que d’autres 
étaient en cours de création. 

La seconde session avait pour but d’iden-
tifier les possibles axes de recherche pour 
2015-2016. Modérée par James HER-
VEY-BATHURST, Vice-Président de l’As-
sociation Européenne des demeures his-
toriques, elle a soulevé plusieurs questions 
telles que la planification des successions. 
Différents orateurs, parmi lesquels Claris-
sa VALLAT (Directeur des Taxes & du Pa-
trimoine à Sotheby’s) et Patricia SYKES 
(Hunters Solicitors) ont souligné le carac-
tère non-universel des solutions offertes 
aux familles, mais également l’importance 
de l’anticipation et de la communication 
pour assurer une succession intergénéra-
tionnelle sans stress. 

Le deuxième panel –« Retour sur investis-
sement : l’importance de la diversification 
pour la demeure historique ‘moderne’  » 
– traitait d’expériences professionnelles 
mêlant la gestion d’un domaine avec des 
activités économiques attenantes. Le Vi-
comte RAYNHAM, Président du groupe 
Next Generation britannique et Annie 
GONDRAS, écrivaine française et experte 
en développement culturel, ont montré 
des exemples de projets à la fois actifs 
(exemple : mariages) et passifs (exemple 
: énergie renouvelable), insistant sur la 
nécessité de trouver un équilibre entre 
l’ouverture de sa maison au public et les 
risques qui en découlent, tels qu’une perte 
de vie privée, l’augmentation des risques 
de vols, etc. La clé du succès, selon le pa-
nel, est l’adaptation au marché, qui est 
compétitif et évolue constamment. Le Vi-
comte RAYNHAM a ajouté que les proprié-
taires ne devaient pas avoir peur de mettre 

en avant leur personnalité dans leur mai-
son et de trouver des moyens innovants 
pour rendre attractive leur propriété sur le 
long terme.  « Cela ne se réglera pas dans la 
nuit », expliqua-t-il, « il faut donc que vous 
ayez un plan sur le long terme ».

Finalement, l’orateur principal M. Mi-
chael FARRANT, Partenaire et en charge 
des clients privés à Project Associates, a 
abordé la question de la «  Réputation et 
vie privée dans un monde connecté ». Il a 
mis en garde les participants contre la trop 
forte exposition médiatique –l’empreinte 
sociale en ligne d’une personne se propa-
geant aujourd’hui très rapidement et de 
façon internationale. A nouveau, il a décla-
ré que l’idéal est de parvenir à trouver un 
bon équilibre entre transparence et vie pri-
vée, parce que la fiction peut rapidement 
amener à la construction d’une identité en 
ligne par d’autres et donc ne rien dire peut 
être parfois pire que de renseigner cer-
taines informations sur soi. 

Onze pays étaient représentés à cette 
première conférence. Cela montre et sou-
ligne le besoin de plus de représentation 
de la part des jeunes acteurs des asso-
ciations nationales ainsi que celui d’une 
meilleure promotion de ce que les jeunes 
représentants ont envie et peuvent faire 
dans ce cadre. L’Association européenne 
des demeures historiques et son coordina-
teur en sont bien conscients. La prochaine 
étape est celle de la création de nouveaux 
groupes nationaux –en attendant la 
Conférence de 2016 qui aura lieu près de 
Paris, en France. 
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Welcoming Estates platform

The Welcoming Estates Website 
aims to attract more tourists to 
historic houses, by providing 
a user friendly, organized and 
attractive catalogue of estates 

that are open to the public. On the website, people 
can find a clear overview of the various estates and 
what they have to offer for visitors. 
Welcoming Estates was initiated by the Friends of 
the Countryside, an NGO that gathers 600 owners 
and managers of rural estates. The website was 
designed in line with the organisation’s principles 
such as property rights, tradition and innovation 
for a sustainable future, as well as familial initia-
tive, entrepreneurial spirit and transmission to fu-
ture generations. As it shares these objectives and 
considers cooperation to be mutually beneficial 
to our organisations and members, the European 
Historic Houses Association decided to take part in 
this project. Indeed, as it is shown by the 2015 Tour-

ism Eurobarometer of the European Commission, 
in 2014, Internet was the main booking tool, used 
by two thirds of people going on holidays. Internet 
is, therefore, the favoured medium for increasing 
frequentation in the historic houses, which wish to 
open themselves to a European public. 
With the Welcoming Estates Website, online es-
tates are selected: these are exclusively members 
of the  European Historic Houses Association or 
Friends of the Countryside. Moreover, the targeted 
public may be wide (any visitor of the website) or 
reduced to members of both Associations.  

Search facility

People will be able to choose a collection of es-
tates sorted by a specific category or simply make 
their own selection by combining several sub cat-
egories themselves. 
• By country
• By actvity
• By business
• By culture & gardens
• By Estate products
• By Gathering...

Contacts

Tamara Palm 

Welcoming Estates Website
+31 (0)384257643

info@welcomingestateswebsite.com
www.welcomingestateswebsite.com

Costs: 
• Entrance fee of € 250 (excl. VAT). 
• Participation is for at least three years with an annual contribution fee of € 200 (excl. VAT). 

Preconditions: 
• To be a member of Friends of the Countryside and/or a member of one of the associations of the 

European Historic Houses Association. 
• Availability of your estate’s website as people will need to be able to find more detailed information 

in English and/or have the opportunity to make a booking. 
• The placement of the hyperlinked logo of Welcoming Estates Website on your website. 
• High-quality, attractive photos of your estate to display on the Welcoming Estates Website.

What to do: 
• To fill out the enclosed agreement form. 
• Welcoming Estates Website will then send you the required information form via email. 

What’s next: 
• As soon as Welcoming Estates Website has received your information form, photos and a transfer 

confirmation of the entrance and annual fee, your estate will be included on Welcoming Estates 
Website. 
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Chapter 4:

Members AUSTRIA:

Belgium:

Czech Republic:

Denmark:

Österreichischer
Burgenverein

Earl Alexander Kottulinsky, President
Karen Appleby, Secretariat

Schloss 1
AT-8292 Neudau

Tel: +43 338 333 291
Fax: +43 338 333 291

www.burgenverein.at
sekretariat@burgenverein.at

Association Royale des Demeures 
Historiques & Jardins de Belgique 
(ARDHJB)

Baron Bernard de Gerlache de Gomery, President
Baron Joseph de Dorlodot, Secretary General

Rue de Trèves, 67
B-1040 Bruxelles

Tel: + 32 (0) 2 235.2007
Fax: +32 2 235 20 08

www.demeures-historiques.be
administration@demeures-historiques.be

Czech Association of Castle
and Manor House Owners

Jana Germenisova- Hildprandt, President

Korunni,73
CZ-130 00 Praha 2

Tel: +420 306 23 55 75
Fax: +420 383 40 01 51

zamek@blatna.cz

Bygnings Frednings
Foreningen (BYFO)

Birthe Iuel, President
Gitte Stisen, Secretariat

Borgergade 111
DK- 1300 København K

Tel: +45 45 57 12 22
Fax: +45 45 57 10 11

www.byfo.dk
gs@byfo.dk
sekretariat@byfo.dk

Our members

Middachten Castle – The Netherlands
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Estonia:

Finland:

Germany:

France:

Estonian Manor
Association

Tõnis Kaasik, President

Pärnasalu 38, Saue
EE-76505 Harjumaa

Tel: +372 6 790 888 
Fax: +372 6790889

www.manor.ee
info@manor.ee

Finnish Landowners’
Organization

Eine Rosenberg-Riihimäki, President
Peter Storsjö, General Delegate

Urheilutie 6 D 
FI-01370, Vantaa

Tel: +358 9 135 6 5 11

www.maanomistajainliitto.fi
toimisto@maanomistajainlitto.fi

Aktionsgemeinschaft Privates
Denkmaleigentum (APD)

Michael Prinz zu Salm-Salm, President
Hubertus v. Dallwitz, Director General

Waldseeweg 49
D-13467 Berlin

Tel:  +49 (30) 40 58 57 07
Fax:  +49 (30) 3180 72 42

www.grundbesitzerverbaende.de
apd@grundbesitzerverbaende.de

La Demeure 
Historique

Jean de Lambertye, President
Catherine Scheidecker, General Delegate

Hôtel de Nesmond
Quai de la Tournelle 57
F-75005 Paris

Tel: +33 (0)1 55 42 60 00
Fax: +33 (0)1 43 29 36 44 

www.demeure-historique.org
cs@demeure-historique.org

vieilles Maisons
Françaises (vMF) 

Philippe Toussaint, President

93 rue de l’Université
F-75007 Paris

Tel: +33 (0)1 40 62 61 71

www.vmfpatrimoine.org
isabelle.pabion@vmfpatrimoine.org

Greece:

Ireland:

Italy:

Latvia:

Elliniki Etairia – Society for the
Environment and Cultural Heritage

Yannis Michail, President

Tripodon Str. 28
GR-10558 Athens

Tel: +30 210 32 25 245
Fax: +30 210 32 25 240

www.ellet.gr
proedros@ellinikietairia.gr

Irish Historic
Houses Association

Susan Kellett, Chairman

Enniscoe House 
Castlehill, Ballina 
County May 

Tel: +353 96 311 12 

www.ihh.ie
chairman@ihh.ie
secretary@ihh.ie

Associazione Dimore
Storiche Italiane (ADSI)

Don Moroello Diaz della Vittoria Pallavicini, President
Lucia Calabrese, Secretariat

Largo del Fiorentini, 1
IT-00186 Roma

Tel: +39 (06) 68 30 74 26
       +39 (06) 68 30 03 27
       +39 (06) 83 46 70 00
Fax: +39 (06) 68 80 29 30

www.adsi.it
www.dimorestoricheitaliane.it
segretariadipresidenza@adsi.it

Latvian Castles
& Manor Houses Association

Dana Beldiman Karlsons

Bergs Bazars Centrs
Marijas 13/4
LV-Riga 1050

Tel: +371 67 50 23 10

dana@beldiman.net

Suitia Castle Manor – Finland
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The Netherlands:

Norway:

Portugal:

Sweden:

vereniging Particuliere
Historische Buitenplaatsen

Dhr. mr. M.J. van Lanschot, President

Post address: Postbus 870, NL-3900AW
                           Veenendaal
visiting address: DeKlomp 5, De Klomp/
                                 Veenendaal

Tel: +31 (0)318 57 85 52
Mob: +31 (0)6 25 23 6341

www.vphb.nl
secretariaat@vphb.nl
majowida@planet.nl

Fredet

Jacob Aalls Vei 69
Knut Benjamin Aall
NO-4934 Nes Verk – Tvedestrand

Tel: +47 371 60 237
Mob: +47 48 00 85 66

www.fredet.no
post@fredet.no

Associaçao Portuguesa
das Casas Antigas (APCA)

Don Hugo O’Neill, President
Flavia Garcia, Secretariat

Largo Terreiro do Trigo, 11-1 Dt º 
1100-603 Lisbon - Portugal

Tel: +351 21 887 66 75
Fax: +351 21 886 95 22

www.ap-casas-antigas.pt
geral@casasantigas.org

Swedish Landowners’ 
Organization

Gunnar Palme, President
Catherine von Arnold, Cultural Committee
Sveriges Jordägareförbund

Margeretelunds Gård
SE - 184 60 Åkersberga

Tel: +46 (0)707-975 922

www.jordagarna.se
kansli@jordagarna.se

Spain:

Switzerland:

United Kingdom:

Asociación de Propietarios
de Casas Historicas y Singulares 

Dª Teresa González-Camino Meade, President
Sra. Dª. Ana Yáñez Vega, General Secretariat

Sra. Dª. Ana Yáñez Vega, General Secretariat
Calle Manuel 3, 1° derecha
E- 28015 Madrid

Tel: +34 91 547 42 22
Fax: +34 91 547 42 22

www.casashistoricas.com
casashistoricas@casashistoricas.com

Domus Antiqua
Helvetica (DAH) 

Alfred R .Sulzer, President
Simone Roth-Dubno, Secretariat

Postfach 5246
CH- 8050 Zürich

Tel: +41 44 308 90 81
Fax: +41 44 308 90 91

www.domusantiqua.ch
sekretariat@domusantiqua.ch

Historic Houses
Association (HHA)

Richard Compton, President
Nick Way, Director General

2 Chester Street
London SW1X 7BB
United Kingdom

Tel: +44 20 72 59 56 88
Fax: +44 20 72 59 55 90

www.hha.org.uk
info@hha.org.uk

Associacio de Castell I Edificis
Catalogats de Catalunya

Javier Gimeno Brió, President
Carmen Perxés, Secretariat

C/Via Laietana, 32, Edifici Foment 
E-08003 Barcelona | Espagne

Tel: +34 93 451 36 05
apcecc@monumenta.info
www.monumenta.info

Zwijnsbergen Castle – The Netherlands
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Our Observers

Serbia

Lithuania

vieilles Maisons
Historiques de Serbie

Mr. & Mrs. Beigbeder-veljkovic

Birlanoniva 21
SER- 11 000 Beograd

Tel: +381 11 361 82 48

Mr. Lazar Secerovitch

Svetogorska, 17
SER- 11 000 Beograd

Tel: +381 11 323 77 07
lazarsugar@gmail.com

Association for Castles
and Manor Houses

Mr. Kestukis Mozeris

Tel: +370 685 23 5 13
vidiskiudvaras@gmail.com

Casa Battlo – Spain



B-1040 Brussels

Fax: +32(0)2 234 30 09

info@europeanhistorichouses.eu

67, rue de Trèves

Tel: +32(0)2 400 77 00

www.europeanhistorichouses.eu


